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I. REF1EL RFPORfS INTER ALIA THAT OEPT. SPOKESMAN WAS 
ASKED F'Ti INFORMATION ON AIR BASES SOVIETS SAID TO BE 
UURUIPI ''Mr PAKISTAN BORDER. RECENTLY, AN AFGHAN 
REFUGEE MENTIONED TWO SITES IN AFGHANISTAN IN -WHAT HE 
DESCRIBED AS DESERT WHERE SOVIETS APPEARED TO BE INVOLVED 
IN ''MYSTERIOUS" CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS, WHICH COULD SE 
AIR OASES, 

a. REFUGEE CAME THROUGH- HERE ON FEB. 9 AFTER TRAVELLING 
THROUGH LOGAR AND PAKTIA PROVINCES. ACCORDING TO HIM, 
ONE CONSTRUCTION PROJECT IS IH SURKAB DESERT JH LOGAR. 
SITE IS EAST OF VILLAGE QF MOHAMMAD AGHA CON MAIN KABUL - 
KANDAHAR ROAD) AND SOUTH OF SURKAB DAM. TRhVELEH TOOK 
PROJECT TO BE A NEW AIR BASE AS HE COULD THIHK OF NO 
OTHER REASON FOR CONSTRUCTION PROJECT JH SUCH AN 
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5, ACCORDING TO RSFUQcE, OTHER AfQHANS HAD MENTIONED 
W APPARENTLY SIMILAR CONSTRUCTION PROJECT NEAR 
ARAfiROi; Iti FARAH PROVINCE. SITE IS SAID TO BE. EAST 
F MAIN ROAD. ' ' 



'u ^•o.-inuni: noni farahrqo and surkab sites are 

fiE^Ailv'SLY CLOSE TO EXISTING AIRBASESt SHINOAND IH THE 
WEST AND KABUL AND JALALABAD IN THE EAST. THUS, FROM 
■HI* PERSPECTIVE, IT l^ A BIT DIFFICULT TO SEE THE NEED 
FOR NEW BASES. 
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